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1741 October 9, 1903 

Inspection and disinfection of vessels. 

Week ended September 19, 1903. 

The American steamship Pensacola, bound for Pensacola with 21 in 
the crew. In ballast. Disinfected and sailed September 18, 1903. 

The British steamship Californian, bound for New Orleans via Vera 
Cruz. In general cargo and 13 transit passengers. Inspected and sailed 
September 18, 1903. 

Norwegian steamship Dagfm, bound for New Orleans via Vera Cruz. 
In general cargo and 4 passengers for Vera Cruz. Inspected and sailed 
September 18, 1903. 

American steamship City of Washington, bound for New York via 
Habana. In general cargo; cattle for Habana and 2 passengers for 
New York. 

Mortality — Yellow fever situation improved. 

During the week ended September 19, 1903, there were 14 deaths, 
including enteric fever 1, and 1 from phthisis pulmonalis. 

The situation here has improved very much. The last 6 cases were 
discharged September 14, 1903, from the civil hospital, and no new 
cases were reported until September 19, 1903. I understand these 
cases occurred well up in the city, but are at present at the civil hos- 
pital. This cessation is probably to be explained by the facts reported: 
(1) There are few nonimmunes in the city; (2) there is apparently a 
large decrease of the Stegonryla, probably due to many of the Stegomylse 
having been carried away by the recent c\*clonic winds, and their 
larva 1 by the heavy rains. 

The fact that many Stegomyla die after biting a yellow-fever patient 
may also enter into the explanation of their decrease. (3) Most of the 
recent cases are said to have been very light, and they may not have 
been capable of infecting the mosquito. The Anopheles have increased 
very largely, and I am of the opinion, from observation, that where 
we find one genus in large numbers the other is found only in small 
numbers. Whether one attacks the other I am unable to say, but am 
inclined to believe so. The Stegoviyia is again on the increase. 

Whether the larvse are infected I would not attempt to state, but 
should they be we may expect a gradual increase in new cases within 
a very short time. I neglected to say, when giving my second reason, 
that the authorities destroyed by fumigation some of the Stegomykv. 

The Cuban medical officer at this port has received instructions to 
take all temperatures, detain any person that may show a temperature 
above 38° C, and such others as may appear suspicious. In view of 
the improved situation and a belief that this minimizes the risk to the 
smallest degree consistent with the least interference to commerce I 
shall, unless otherwise instructed, work by the same rule. 

NICARAGUA. 

Report from Bluefields, fruit port. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Goodman reports as follows: Week ended 
September 26, 1903. Present officially estimated population, 4,000; 
2 deaths; prevailing disease, malarial fever. General sanitary condi- 
tion of this port and surrounding country during the week, good. 
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Bills of health were issued to the following-named vessels: 



Date. I Name of vessel. 



Number I paTeneere Number of I Pieces of 
of \™ew i horn this Passengers baggage 
ot crew. | irom tnis j in transit jdisinfected 



Sept. 20 I Agnes i 13 

22 ! Geo. Dumois | 18; B] » 

25 ; Banan I 18 1 1 



PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 

Report from Manila — Cholera, plague, and smallpox in Manila — 
Cholera in the provinces — Quarantine transactions. 

Assistant Surgeon Heiser, chief quarantine officer for the Philippine 
Islands, reports, August 27, as follows: 

During the week ended August 22, 1903, cholera, smallpox, and 
plague were reported in Manila as follows: 

Cholera: Cases, 29; deaths, 22. Smallpox: Cases, 1; deaths, 0. 
Plague: Cases, 3; deaths, 4. 

Increase in number of cholera cases in Manila. 

There has been an increase in the number of cholera cases in Manila 
during the week, 29 cases and 22 deaths being reported. The increase 
has been principally among the shipping, which lies in the Pasig River 
and in the inner harbor. The reappearance of the disease in these 
places has been ascribed to the fact that the precautions which were in 
force some time ago are no longer carried out, owing to lack of funds. 
It is practically beyond dispute that the cases are contracted directly 
or indirectly from the infected water of the Pasig River. Three ves- 
sels upon which cholera occurred were remanded to the Service for 
disinfection. 

Cholera apparently extinct in Mariveles — Increased in Iloilo. 

Cholera has been apparently thoroughly stamped out of the village 
of Mariveles. The cases all occurred within the incubation period of 
the disease. Total, 6 cases and 5 deaths. The checking of this out- 
break is an instance of what may be accomplished when prompt, ener- 
getic measures are taken and when the water supply is not contaminated. 
Mariveles is one of the few villages of the islands which have not been 
afflicted with cholera, and for that reason the conditions are favorable 
for its spread. Much credit is due to Contract Surgeon C. W. John- 
son, U. S. Army, and to Assistant Surgeon Stansfield for the effective 
manner in which the work was done. The report of Assistant Surgeon 
Long is herewith inclosed. 

At Iloilo there has also been a slight increase in the number of 
cholera cases; 23 cases and 18 deaths were reported. After the terri- 
ble epidemic from which that port suffered last year it would seem 
that most of the susceptible material had been used up. 

Upon the request of the civil government the Service will undertake 
to supervise the quarantine detention at Iloilo of all vessels which are 
remanded to it by the health officers in the province of Antique, in 



